
Victor was a marathoner in Mexico City, with his 
best time just over 2:50. He came to America in 
2001 to help support his family. As the oldest of 
nine siblings, he needed to send money back home, 
and he soon became a butcher at a shop on Casino 
Road. Victor had a bad back, which caused constant 
pain and made it hard to walk long distances. 
Because of this, he fell into some bad habits.

About a year ago he discovered the Casino Road 
Academy’s English (ESOL) classes, and soon after a  
Y instructor came to class to share about  
low-cost membership. Now, Victor is an avid Y 
member, attending yoga three times a week,  
swimming on two other days, and still attending  
ESOL classes each quarter. 
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MY Y STORY: VICTOR  
LIFE-CHANGING CLASSES

On June 13, we celebrated 12 of our Casino Road Academy students 
who completed their GEDs this year. Many students are now planning 

to continue in the fall at Everett Community College or  
Edmonds Community College.
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“The classes at the Y helped me to walk again, and 
the English classes helped me get better at reading 

and writing. They changed my life.”



HOW TO HELP 
We need your help!  The CRCC depends on volunteers and donors  
to serve the greater Casino Road community. 
 
• Donate to the Alice Martin Family Fund:  Established by dedicated Y  
volunteers, all interest from this endowment fund benefits our Casino Road 
programs in perpetuity.  

 
• Donate food, games, books, or financial gifts to help sustain the Center. 
 
• Volunteer in our Center or Programs: Assist with children during ESOL or GED classes or  
   afterschool drop-in hours, or help prepare meals for our daily Meal Program.

To contribute and become connected, contact: Ricardo Heredia, Director of Youth 
Outreach, at rheredia@ymca-snoco.org or 425 493 2435.

The YMCA Casino Road Community 
Center newsletter is published by 
the YMCA of Snohomish County to 
update community members about 
the center’s programs, news, and 
events. If you no longer wish to 
receive this mailing, please contact 
Ricardo Heredia, Director of Youth 
Outreach, at  
rheredia@ymca-snoco.org or  
425 493 2435.  
For more information on YMCA 
programs and services, visit www.
ymca-snoco.org.

OUR MISSION:  
To inspire, nurture, and strengthen     
culturally vibrant communities   
through youth development, healthy 
living, and social responsibility.

ACCESS FOR ALL:  
Our YMCA is committed to serving 
all members of our community, 
regardless of income. If you or 
someone you know would like to 
join our YMCA but cannot afford our 
full membership or program rates, 
please connect with a Welcome 
Center staff to share your annual 
household income and determine 
your monthly membership or 
program rate.

It’s been a great year at our Casino Road Community Center.

This past winter we learned that the Y, together with seven impactful agencies, 
were selected as one of five CORE Collaboratives to receive three-year 
United Way funding. This will help us sustain and grow our Casino Road work, 
alongside powerful partners. And, the Casino 
Road Initiative, convened by the Community 
Foundation of Snohomish County, is making a 
significant investment in changing the Casino 
Road community. Never before have so many 
brought so much to the table alongside the 
families we serve.

With your help, as a YMCA we’ve grown the 
student body of our adult education classes, 
improved our Early Learning Program, and provided more than 1,400 kids and 
adults the opportunity to experience the Y through outreach memberships. 
And, we’ve provided eight free swim lessons to nearly 120 youth, most of 
whom had never had a swim lesson before.  

One of my proudest moments over the past year: watching our 12 GED 
graduates walk across the stage in June at Everett Community College’s 
graduation ceremony. These leaders all studied for the five on-line exams at 
our Center three days a week, and many took English classes as well. They 
inspire me and others to keep looking ahead and pushing the boundaries of 
what’s possible.

Please reach out if you’d like to work with us. Together, we’re making a 
difference.

Cory Armstrong-Hoss
Associate Executive & Director, Casino Road Community Center
Mukilteo Family YMCA

FROM THE DIRECTOR

The Y partnered with 
the Harbour Pointe  
Providence Clinic to  
provide over 115 

free flu shots to the 
Casino Road 

Community last fall.

Did you know?



 

Edmund Wong was appointed principal of Horizon 
Elementary in the spring of 2017 after spending 

the previous five years as Principal of Discovery  
Elementary. Born and raised in South Seattle, 
Edmund is a product of Seattle Public Schools. 
Edmund has learned throughout his career 
that children who are marginalized – because 
of poverty, ethnicity, disability, or being 

behind academically - are actively discriminated 
against. It is no longer just enough just to look at 

poverty, but also examine the level of discrimination 
and who are the most marginalized individuals and groups. Who are 
these children, and what efforts and strategies can we put into place to 
provide equal access to success? 
 
Receiving our 2017-2018  
Casino Road Champion Award:

Felipe Hernandez, owner of Los Gavilanes, 
for his contributions to the Casino Road 
Community and multiple families and 
nonprofits. 

Celebration Details: 

Please join us to hear stories of impact, celebrate 
successes, and learn about the future. Appetizers 
and birthday cake will be served.  
 
When: Tuesday, September 25 from 6–7:30 pm.  
Program begins at 6:15 pm.
 
Where:  Children’s Village, 14. E Casino Road, 
Everett 98204
 
RSVP: By September 15 to Cory Armstrong-Hoss 
at carmstronghoss@ymca-snoco.org or  
425 493 2414. 

Free child care provided during Celebration  
(RSVP required).

CASINO ROAD COMMUNITY CENTER
TOTAL SERVED: JULY 1, 2017-JUNE 30, 2018

PARTNERS & 
SUPPORTING AGENCIES
Avocados Restaurant
Boeing Company
Campbell’s Stockpot
Casa Latina
Casino Road Initiative
Casino Road Kids Ministries
ChildStrive
City Life / Young Life
City of Everett 
Community Foundation of Snohomish County 
Community Health Center
Edmonds Community College
Embajadores Latinos de la YMCA
Everett Community College
Fred Meyer
Hand In Hand
Kiwanis Club of Mukilteo 
Los Gavilanes
Mukilteo School District
Providence, Harbour Pointe Clinic
Seattle Goodwill Industries
South Everett Mukilteo Rotary 
United Way of Snohomish County
University of Washington
Western Washington University
WSU Extension/4-H

SEPTEMBER CRCC CELEBRATION,
IMPACT, AND PARTNERS



CELEBRATING SEVEN YEARS OF 
IMPACT ON CASINO ROAD
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MY Y STORY: FATIMA
ACHIEVING AS SHE LEARNS
 
Born and raised in Jordan, Fatima came to America in the 
middle of 5th grade, not knowing any English. School was 
hard, and she was in ELL (English Language Learner)  
classes throughout middle school.

During the summer after 6th grade, she discovered the Y’s 
Code Teen program, where she heard guest speakers and 
visited colleges for the first time. In high school she  
participated in the Y’s My Achievers Program (MAP), which 
helped her figure out who she was and who she wanted to 
be.

Fatima recently graduated from Mariner High School, has 
earned 40 college credits through Sno-Isle Skills Center, 
and works as a Boeing mechanic on the 777x. 
  
She credits the YMCA with opening her eyes to all the  
possibilities in life.

“Wherever I will be in life, the Y 
will always be a part of who I am.”


